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Delphinium

Give them more water, light, and more
warmth, and some will then flower by
Christmas-time.

Force Lilies of the Taller. Pot up the
croons now in pots or boxes of fine leafy
soil.

The tips should he just covered with
soil, and a thick layer of coconut fibre
added to give protection. Let the crowns
be quite close together, and stand the boxes
in a very warm part of the greenhouse.

Leave the coconut fibre over the sur-
face until the leaves appear through it,
when it may be removed.

If no fibre is available, cover each pot
by inverting another of the same size over
it, until the leases are 3 or 4 in. high.

Pests. A soil fumigant can he prepared
for present use as follows:

One Ib. crude naphthalene and 14 Ib. of
lime. This will prove a cure for most soil
pests. It should be dug into the soil at
the rate of 1 Ib. to the sq. yd. Do not
plant in treated soil for at least a month.

The eggs of several insect pests hiber-
nate on the trunks of fruit trees - now.

Dissolve 2 Ib. of caustic soda in 10 gal-
Ions of -water and spray the trees.

The Soil this month. Deep digging is
the best kind of fertiliser, as it allows frost
and rain to break up soil particles.

Dig all vegetable matter into the soil
now as trenching is done.

Manure heavy soils, using basic slag at
the rate of 2 or 3 oz. to the sq. yd.

Do not apply artificial fertilisers to light
sandy soil until the spring.

Add road grit, long strawy manure and
leaves to heavy soil, mixing well into the
under layer.

Add cow manure, heavy stable manure,
leaves and vegetable matter to light soil,
placing it at the bottom of the trench.

Keep the top soil at the surface, as this
is more fertile.

Prepare soil composts. Winter is a good
tune to get soil ready for seed sowing,
etc., so that time is saved when outside
work presses.

Two parts of loam (decayed turves),
1 part of decayed leaves and 1 part of
sand passed through a |in. mesh sieve,
aad well mixed makes an ideal compost for
most seeds.
Store, it in boxes, protected from rain.

Renew labels. Prepare wooden labels
for seed sowing, and other temporary uses
in the garden.

It is wise to use permanent labels, with
names that cannot be erased or defaced,
for all permanent subjects such as fruit
trees.

Also prepare tying material, a line for
seed sowing, stakes of various sizes, and
other oddments in readiness for the rush of
seed time.

DECIDUOUS. Trees and shrubs which
shed their leaves each autumn are known
as deciduous. The leaves of some plants
such as G-uelder Bose and Virginian
Creeper turn beautiful rich tints before
falling.

(See also EVERGREEN).

DECUMARIA (dek-u-mar-i-a. Sari-
f ragacese). Semi- ever green self-clinging
climber, sending out aerial roots like ivy.
Tender, requires a sheltered wall except
in the warmer districts. Propagate by
cuttings of firm shoots.

D. barbara (South-eastern U.S.A.).
Flowers white in June and July. Climbs
to a height of 30 ft. in nature.

D. sinensis (China). Similar to preced-
ing.

DEHISCENCE. Opening of pod or
fruit to disperse seed.

DELL*. On undulating ground it is
sometimes possible to shape an existing
valley or dell and so bring it into the
garden scheme. Such a feature is a great
acquisition to a garden if carefully planted.
Screened by flowering trees and shrubs it
could be converted to a wild garden (which
see). If, however, it is near the house,
a rhododendron or shrub dell would be
more appropriate, or possibly a rock-garden
treatment would give the best results.

DELPHINIUM (Larkspur). Banun-
culacese. Annual, biennial and perennial
plants, some of which have thick fleshy
roots. Different species of Delphiniums
have come to this country from Central
Europe, North America, California, Mada-
gascar and China. They vary in height
from 6 in. to 4 ft. and the colours include
all shades of blue, violet, purple, lavender
and white, while some species are a soft
yellow and one is red.

The common perennial delphiniums,
which are so useful for the back of the